Minimal interval defined on 7q in uterine leiomyoma.
Uterine leiomyomata are benign, smooth-muscle tumors. The tumors are very common, affecting approximately 10-15 million women in the United States annually. Uterine leiomyomata are often asymptomatic, but may cause symptoms that range in severity from mild abdominal discomfort to uterine prolapse. Several different chromosomal aberrations have been found in the tumor tissue. Because of the common occurrence of this tumor and the potential severity of associated sequelae, research delineating the different molecular subtypes is needed. Deletions on the long arm of chromosome 7 are believed to be the most common genetic anomaly in uterine leiomyoma. The size of the deletion varies, which makes it difficult to identify the genes that, upon deletion, contribute to tumor growth. The smallest previously defined interval was >12,000 kb. We have narrowed a minimal region to an interval of <500 kb.